grant were. now ownad by the McCon-

H.e.m.lfock Properties Traged to {:& i, 'id‘:‘:"”:' s e
Original Land Grants of 1793 s o Spreke rohers
: S A Brewsjer Bullds-“Camp Hemlock”

EDITORS NOTE — The following ar- ~ .. = - : — """ 'The beginning of the modern Hem.
ticle was researched and written by .. -munity offjces to, the.development en- lock Farms was made - in- 1927, when
Richard W. Emery, a resident of Hem-  trance was included in Hemlock Farms Willlam Brewstey acquired the entire
lock Farms, for the 1876 Bl - Centen- A Lodse of state-owned land remain.-Atkinson-olding. WilliameBrew ster, was
nial Celebration. This and other articles - - nd remain-‘eon a ',gm'mﬁ, not quité’'30, ‘the
on Hemlock Farms activities are pre- &4 in Hemlock Farms — from Burt-,on of George Brewster, s highly sus
served in the Hemlock Farms Bi-Cen- ing tree Drive westward across Hem-seegeful contragtor..ip Bergen Count:
torvisl Volume in the HF library. The lock Farms Raad and around Canter New Jerssy (the flzm®gt!Brewster an
Herald expresses thanks to Dick Brook Drive — most of it low and'Bong. is today. still;'one of the-majo
ﬁn:\ery ugor.permolslsl:n ui,t ﬂllbg:: this . :l“:ﬂ"y :::‘“‘d- T':: :'“,rt;m “’l_:'"g:g' ‘construction companies of m Na:\
eresting s ow an. gran eodo! . . , . the
g story . .hanan in 1850, and the remaindor (from m&) ,&m&n n.m Farms wot

_ The recorded history of Hemlock RBurning Tree Drive across -Hemlock gwned by Willlam Brew.
Farms begins in the years immediate- Farms Road) to Osecar Mott in 1858, on that ulf"umllh:'?b’" m"m-mr::ﬁ
ly followlng the American Revolution. - the eve of the Civil War. \P.hu'm,impo‘inﬂ‘thosr years., :

In the mid - 1780's, the Commonwealth ~ Unsultable Farm Land In * :

of Pennsylvania commenced lssuing . The first half of the ISth century was mw }',:,':"2‘..."3 ?:n.uﬁ. m‘tﬂe‘:
Jand grants in this reglon - most of them ~ marked by.intensive pettiement of the pujit the original clubhouss (rebullt with
in the B‘.°f"‘&“ G:&nﬂ- Ll%rc:'!‘:FV-lley "ﬁn’ﬁmﬁﬁ?ro&mﬁgw 3'"":”0::: (Z38 minor alteraions after a fire In 1870)
aress just to the north. Hem arms, ' ) enn- o ulldings around
monh c;vu, woode;i. wn&:u hilis, l‘m gl;;nlgaul::?:t:‘ \v::ue}nnd. and :"" the olt:er stope b gs and
marshy bogs, and Its rocks, was iess 2 8 arms. were cConnell holdin
attractive to potentlal farmers. None- astablished. This proved to be a mg‘ﬁ,ﬁ‘“&, he-built the ';,,‘{‘.f'.."‘,:’,.d,,
theless, a series of granta in 1793 and lved phenomenon. With the opening of ‘yoconnell Lake out ol 1?,. Me-
1734 brought almost all the present Hem-  aestern lands (far richer, far less hilly, connall Pond. ' H! W% 4+ .- .
lock Farms into private -hands. The - and far less stony) after the Clvil War,, In 1950 he boughtthe [and of the -
great mass of ungranted lands survived such intensive exploitation of the poor Spruke brothers (who:hadi:established:
as the nucleus of the present.stateown- . pnd rocky soll of much of the old north- a not too successfyl b :
o3 forest and hunting presorves that  eastorn region beecame uneconomical. Spruke’s Camp Hunt Club. —:whose only
now _surround the community. The Those who had tried to faym f;“n surviving. drase s the..remains of a
grants of 1783 and 1794 were Issued t 0 stony P ts were generally driven off by small | '.'?dlt,x thl tp be seen -
12 men, each of whoin received about competition of cheaper foods froi the just off. of cou,z,nu's,ll,nrm). .He laid
.400- acres of, land: . west; the individuals moyed on west, or but, the .original.golf "course, Except for
Twelve Men S - moved into the boomink industrial towhs somse ‘minor..'s

1) Reuben Place — around the present  of the,northeast. T he process of elimi<’ the! state (ode: of iwhich’ brought the

Washington Drive and the presidential ~nating marginal lands from agricultural‘original Repben Place grant into Hem-
streets at the southern end of thecom- zﬂ’d‘"’“ﬂ' wiped out whatever agricul- Farms), :ti barders of the com:

" munity, o . may have been attempted In Hem-Imunity were nbt.bét, ind; Jexept, fof

2) Pleg Place — the original nine- - lock Farms. To the extent'that the landiths sddition of Elm.Lake by the develop-

hole golf course with mc-msent club - had ever been cleared, it now reverted ‘or in 1972 - 1974, the main features of
bullding sites, and the Falrway prive .10 forest.. . . - jHemiock r-m:‘itommhy remain-as
‘and Waterview Drive districts.. = ° By the early .20th century, the .only ‘William Brewster creajed them.

3) Joseph Lehman — most of the area Jocal economic activity was, logging; mln 1926 Willlam Brewster, incorporated*
now under the water of Hemilock lake,  every fow docades the area was. strips/ s pm:mwer the' name of Camp
_along with that part of the golf course ped again of jts forest growth and.left Hemlock, approaching the even- -

to the east of the lake and around the * %o start- over, The original ‘pine and jual name.of .the ‘community, :

1éng curve of Cance Brook Drive. . hemlock forests of the areas were strip- ‘Westefn Herltage Takes Over

4) Blackwell Ball — the land aroun ped off,. and replaced by the maplet ¥ In 1969, ' William - Brawster sold the
the lower end of .Forest Drive and the : ~and oaks that stlll. dominata ity woods entire l'?’"’," to Wostern Herltago
southern tip of McConnell Lake. - 1 (though, 'barring further ‘man’ .. made ‘PMﬂJﬂ L./ (JpterTto he. kiown as
%) David Saller — from the sharp interfereace, . the - pine and hemlock Home Smithi International), a subsidl.
turn on Forest Drive at Woodland Court - lrt‘ﬂh will eventually becomé domin- ‘ary of ‘Great Northern Capitsl Lid. "(a
gnl once more). The last great sweep Toronto - baspd firm Iaterijo he xmown
ro

. the t of Me- :
2’.,.,'.‘.2‘;"";}{2, “?n" Wit mos -+ of loggers acrozs Hemlock Farms was ag Abbey Glen ) The _ap ate-
) Frederick Hart — she land around  about the time:'of World War I, and jy ¢ '5:‘&-“,“ of lland brought him the
sum

Moun{ainview and Bluestone Drives and with rare exceptions, all of our present _ 00,000 —
the eastern end of .Longridge Drive. frees’ have ‘grows up since’ that {ms; (py myloul mnd:::-" tﬂl‘husw::rl.:lr:h
7) James McBride —.on both sides of Good Hunting and Flshing™ | - ! nt¢3 : as Ipte as 1924, for inatance,
Hemlock .Farms Road .from _Longridge ' _ Bost. of the land . m\lﬂ Hemlock l'ﬂ Spruké brothers -had bought 128
to fust south of the present fire house, Farms not owned by the'stats, wound oo 0y”of thelr accumulation from one
8) John Knouse — the land .arpund Up jn the preserves of the private hynts o "ysg i for $51 — about 40 cents
the ski run and the Steer Barn. _ ing and fishing clubs, such as/the Bloom- " ore ) Ry 1984 the new developer had:
9) Isaac Hoover = the,Rémida Drive . { ing Grove,  Blue .Heron, and - Porter's g i4” oot ‘hiv blans, was putting fhrough
end of Eim Lake. ~ . . the-original 14 plots had by 1927, P,."“J, ctive* sales - campaign * centering on
7 10) Frederick Meyer — ,most of the .. intg the hands of thres parties. AD?!‘.‘;-..E‘ulu 1 and'2 (alqpg Forest Drive by
present Elm Lake: and the porthern . two -.-thirds "ol’ it - belonged foj Harry: /Rt 739 ‘and 'along the east shore of.
. loop:of Maple Ridge Drive.~ . ...« Atkinson-of Hawiey, . who had: scquired’ MeCoanell Lake) and stages 41, 42, and
11) Peter Bruner — the -land around it by purchases made in 1908, 1920,. 8} (along Hillside, Waterview and Fair.
. the southern loop of Maple Ridge Drive. - 1921, and 1622; his land included the way); and it ls in-theso areas that the-
12) Samuel Snyder.— most of this - entire " present ‘golf course area, and first new homes, were bullt in Hemlock
grant - revérted to- the, state ‘and Is - pretty much all-the land south of Hemr parmg Withim 10 years of the sale by"
ow: under ‘the waters of . Peck's Pond, ' lock Farms Road.to Rt. 739 except the willjamBrewster, the 1,000th home was
ut 'a small corner around Hemlock -'. Steen Barn reglon. The western portion romuioied In 1973, and the history of
Farms Road from the current Com- ' of the Saller grant and the John Knouss'.|jomjock Farms had become, for Is
- ' rosideuts, & matter- of current ovents,

\ v." - '."
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